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wholly gone. Our eyes show us this, and some
of us, the medievalists, lament it. However,
that is just a pose. The clock has never been
put back: but the simplest thing in the world is
to push its hands a little forward, and there are
so many people pushing Asia that it is rather
difficult to realise what the unassisted speed of its
own ticking is. We will hardly learn this till they
stop tinkering at it: yet it is important for us to
learn it, since the earth is just a track along which
countries and continents race with one another,
and for all we know Asia may be gaining on us
mentally.

This mental and moral growth is so hard
to measure. The material changes prepare our
heads to note great change in other ways, but
their apprehension stays uncertain. There has
been a change in ideas: we hear the people of
Asia talking about representative government
and parliaments. In our fathers' days they were
governed by theocrats and autocrats. We think
how long it took England to conceive and bring
forth a House of Commons, and we begin to be
astonished at this headlong Asia. There are
labour troubles in Cairo and Bombay, a general
strike in Mecca, trades union congresses in
Constantinople. This disease they have caught
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